
Minutes of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Saltville Town Council held on July 14, 2021 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall

Council: Monica Johnson, Jeff Comer, Eugene Call, Bryan Morris, Steve Surber,
and Gary Call

Mayor: C. Todd Young

Staff: Brian Martin, Town Manager
Trent Crewe, Town Attorney
Erik Puckett, Police Chief
R.B. Henderson, Public Works Director
Steve Johnson, Clerk/Treasurer

Councilman Morris made the motion to approve the minutes of the June 15, 2021 regularly 
scheduled meeting, and Councilman Eugene Call seconded.  All were in favor.

Councilman Morris made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 17, 2021 Public Hearing, 
and Councilman Eugene Call seconded.  All were in favor.

Councilman Morris made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 29, 2021 special-called 
recessed meeting, and Councilman Eugene Call seconded.  All were in favor.

Councilman Eugene Call made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 1, 2021 continued 
meeting, and Councilwoman Johnson seconded.  The motion carried 5-0-1 with Councilman 
Morris abstaining since he was not present for that meeting.

Citizens’ Time

Joe Fry spoke on the following:

1)  He said he came to the Public Hearing for the budget and had a conversation with a 
Councilmember afterwards.  He then asked if Councilmembers in general had the right to tell 
the town’s employees what to do in terms of giving them a direct order to do any type of work 
because he was told that they could do this.  Town Manager Brian Martin said that his job was 
to execute the actions directed by the Council, but in terms of day-to-day operations, it’s the 
town’s policy that work orders are approved by him and the Mayor.  Also, Public Works 
Director R.B. Henderson has the authority to issue work orders if a maintenance issue arises.
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Mr. Fry then asked if a Councilmember could see a town employee working and just go up to 
them and tell them how to do their job, and Mr. Martin replied no.  He then asked if a 
Councilmember could tell contractors what to do, and Mr. Martin replied no.

2)  He then stated that Councilwoman Johnson was being ignorant then, because she was the 
Councilmember he spoke to after the Public Hearing, and she told him that the Council could do
all these things.  Mr. Martin just proved that she was wrong.

3)  She is also overstepping her boundaries with other things as well since she blocked off her 
road recently.  She’s power hungry and thinks the town is all about her.  It’s a complete abuse 
of power, and something is going to snap like a rat trap on her if she doesn’t watch out.

4)  There’s not just one person running the town, and if she wants to do this, then she should 
apply to be the Town Manager or Public Works Director.  But she continues to get by with doing
what she wants.

5)  He said she put her finger in his face that night and acted like she was above him, so she 
started something she probably won’t finish.  And if she wants to seek vengeance, she can do it 
in her professional manner of stupidity.

6)  He concluded by saying that she would not be able to laugh this one off, and he was 
concerned that she may have done something to herself that night and swear that he did it.

Mike Maiden said he was sad since there is no room for such a personal attack on any 
members of the Council and that he was praying the whole time.  He uses the town’s trails 
several times a week and specifically mentioned that the Helen Barbrow Trail Extension should 
probably get paved since it’s rough right now.  If it can’t be paved soon, maybe some rock dust 
would make it softer.

Mr. Maiden said the Salt Trail is in better shape, but there needs to be an access point near the 
Tin Bridge Trestle that’s easier to gain admittance to and partake of the rest of the Trail.  The 
Mayor replied that the Washington County Board of Supervisors had recently shut down plans 
the town was working on to help with the issue Mr. Maiden just addressed, so the Council 
needs to work on this.  The town wanted a boundary adjustment and got its attorneys involved,
but Washington County said it was still worried about liability issues on the old roadway even 
though a drone flight in that area showed no more subsidence.  

Mr. Maiden also mentioned that the Wellness Center is bringing in more people to the town.  
When he’s there, he has conversations with people from Abingdon, Glade Spring, Chilhowie, 
and so on who use it even though they are gyms closer to them.  He thinks the Wellness Center 
and the Salt Trail can go hand-in-hand in terms of fitness activities.  He uses a site called 
AllTrails which provides trail guides and maps for outdoor activities and states that he will take 
photos of the town’s trails and send them to the site which will, in turn, publish them and get 
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the town’s trails more publicity.  Mr. Martin replied that the town recently put in a pre-
application to VDOT for enhancement funds to complete bike lanes on the Salt Trail from the 
Tin Bridge Trestle into the town.

Carl Lamie spoke on the following as the President of the North Fork Sportsman Club (NFSC):

1)  The NFSC has over three hundred members and is expected to grow more this year.

2)  The club’s main goal is to provide a family-friendly safe environment to learn firearm safety. 
The Smyth County 4-H shooting team uses the facilities, and they may start a youth league of 
their own.

3)  Since 2013 the NFSC has raised over $21,000 for the Special Olympics and $4500 for the 
Backpack Feed-the-Kids Program.  The club has also made $52,000 in land payments and $4000 
in taxes.

4)  The NRA has awarded the NFSC multiple grants.

5) The NFSC has partnered with the Dept. of Wildlife Resources, the National Wild Turkey 
Federation, and the Smyth County 4-H Shooting Club to host events.  There are currently 15 – 
20 matches per month.

6)  They will soon have more training classes such as the Hunting Safety class and the Don’t Be 
A Victim class.

7)  He invited the Council to attend any of their events.

Approval of the Agenda

Councilman Morris made a motion to approve the agenda, and Councilman Eugene Call 
seconded.  All were in favor.  

Old Business

1. Town Shop
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Councilman Morris said that since no headway had been made regarding a new Town Shop, he 
asked this topic to be tabled indefinitely until more ideas can be reached.  The Mayor replied 
that he had recently received an email from one of the contractors who the town had spoken 
to several months ago regarding this subject, so he forwarded it to Mr. Martin.

2. Illegal truck traffic

Councilman Morris said Mr. Martin had mentioned in a prior meeting that he was going to talk 
with United Salt regarding their trucks using the wrong roads.  Mr. Martin replied that he spoke 
to them, and they are wanting to be a good corporate partner with the town on this matter.  
They have offered to finance any signs the town wants to install, but the town is not allowed to 
put up signs on a VDOT road without VDOT’s approval.  Councilman Morris and Councilwoman 
Johnson said they would like to see arrows with the company’s logo or big saltshakers painted 
on the town’s roads showing the trucks where to go when their drivers have not been here 
before.

Mr. Martin said he would reach out to VDOT to gauge their interest in helping the town with 
this issue.  Councilwoman Johnson also suggested that United Salt look at some type of road 
design or stencil that would actively steer their drivers to the correct roads.  The Mayor said 
that Officer Hogston had an idea to possibly install barriers with height restrictions (like you see 
at Wal-Mart or other businesses) on certain town roads like Sycamore to prevent these big 
trucks from using them.

This topic was tabled until Councilman Surber, the Chair of the Streets & Roads Committee, 
could schedule a meeting of this committee to get more public input on methods to deter the 
truck traffic on the wrong town roads.  

New Business

1. Sons of the Confederate Veterans

John Winebarger, the Commander of the Saltville Home Guard Camp 2098, Sons of the 
Confederate Veterans, Virginia Division spoke on the following:

1)  His organization is a 501©(3) non-profit group, and its goal is to uphold the names of the 
Confederate veterans who fought in the Civil War as well as fighting for the history and heritage
of the War.  They also do several community projects such as providing a full Christmas meal to 
up to twenty families.  
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2)  He and his organization have done several events at the Salt Park.  They wish to possibly 
lease the Salt Park and the King Stuart Cabin.  This would enable them to do more projects such
as youth camps, living histories, etc. to show people the way of life in the mid-1800s.  This 
would model the Salt Park after the Champlin City Park which is an actual living history town.  If 
the lease is approved, they could work with the Museum on this to help bring more people into 
town.  There are many people who come to the Re-enactment each year who never even visit 
the Salt Park, so it could be marketed better to be used more.

3)  Their proposal involves a fifty-year lease renewed every seven years at whatever yearly rate 
the town approves of.  Councilwoman Johnson said she would like to see the lease be for 
twenty years with a renewal every five years since the town already tracks itself in those 
particular intervals.  As part of the process, any insurance requirements would be ironed out 
and repairs would be made by his organization.  Councilman Eugene Call, who lives across from 
the Salt Park, says it gets plenty of traffic on the weekends, and there are plenty of repairs to be
made.  Mr. Winebarger said the roofs will have to be replaced on all three buildings, and 
internal work will have to be done as well.  The estimate to do all of this is around $200,000 at a
minimum.  They would also like to move the King Stuart Cabin from its current location on 
Smokey Row to the Salt Park.  Mr. Martin replied that he had spoken to the Virginia 
Department of Historic Resources, and they have given their approval to move the Cabin.

4)  Councilman Morris asked if the Council could see a written proposal that could be discussed 
in a Closed Session before a decision is made.  Mr. Winebarger said they have already discussed
getting one of the televised moving groups like Barnwood Builders to be involved in moving the 
Cabin since that would bring even more exposure.  Mr. Winebarger then invited everyone to 
attend one of their meetings which are held every third Sunday of each month at 1:30 at the 
Museum.

2. LOVE sign

Councilwoman Johnson showed the Council her rendering of the LOVE sign that will be put in 
different spots around town.  This sign will be attained through a grant by having the town pay 
for it up front and then getting reimbursed.  Other towns have these signs as well.

Her design includes images of the railroad, a Confederate rifle, corn and cattails and the 
mammoth, a saltshaker, and the Apollo 11 spacecraft.  Additionally, there’s a reference to the 
undefeated state champion girls’ basketball team and a steer.  All these elements represent the
zip code 24370, the entire area.  The sign will probably be metal.

Councilman Morris made a motion to approve the design submitted by Councilwoman Johnson,
and Councilman Eugene Call seconded.  All were in favor.
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3. FOIA request

Pat Arnold said he had appeared at the budget Public Hearing asking about the funding the 
SIDA supplied to the town.  He said he wasn’t accusing someone of doing anything wrong, he 
was just expressing his right as a citizen of the Commonwealth of Virginia to request this 
information.  He submitted a FOIA request to Mr. Martin who told him he would not be charged
for this request.  He said he realizes that he’s dealing with two different entities, the Council 
and the SIDA.  

Mr. Arnold received a response letter from Ron Orr, the Chair of the SIDA, indicating it would 
take more time to put the materials together that he requested.  He gave the Council a copy of 
that letter.  In summary, the letter states that the SIDA has no paid employees to put together 
all of the documents, so they will have to use the temporary part-time employee in the front 
office.  The estimated cost for this submittal will be approximately $600 with a $500 deposit 
required.  

He said that we lived in a free open society and there is a cost associated with things, but all he 
wants are the minutes of SIDA meetings and fund balances and expenses over the last seven 
years.  This length of time allows for a better understanding of the overall picture of the SIDA.  
During the Public Hearing it was mentioned that there was a chance that taxes would be raised.
Instead of that, everyone needs to look at all available funding resources the town can use to 
offset the money coming in from raising taxes, and the SIDA is one of those resources due to 
the royalties they receive from the gas company.  

Mr. Arnold said he was here to ask the Council to waive the cost of using the aforementioned 
part-time employee to put together the documents of his FOIA request to the SIDA dated June 
18, 2021.  Councilman Eugene Call made the motion to waive that cost, and Councilman Gary 
Call seconded.  Town Attorney Trent Crewe responded by stating that the Council could not do 
this since the request was made to the SIDA and not the Council.  Addressing Mr. Arnold, Mr. 
Crewe said he was involved in this FOIA request, and it was going to be a truck load of records 
since the request was for seven years of bank statements and seven years of minutes, and that 
will be a tremendous amount of paper.  Additionally, the request included documents such as 
loans and advancements and projects the SIDA has done, so the paper volume itself is massive, 
and the amount of time involved in locating and copying everything is where the cost comes in. 
But if the town wants to provide that at no cost, that’s okay, and the overall cost includes going 
to the courthouse to obtain some documents as well.  

Five hundred pages is considered a lot of documents, and each page has to be pulled out and 
reviewed, copied and put back.  Mr. Arnold replied that Mr. Crewe was representing the SIDA 
and defending their position instead of giving the Council legal advice.  Mr. Crewe then said it 
wasn’t the town who received the FOIA request, it was the SIDA, so the Council couldn’t make 
the decision to waive the costs of producing these records.  However, they do have the 
authority to waive the charge for a town employee to help.  Mr. Arnold said that is what he’s 
requesting.
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Councilman Eugene Call asked if the Council itself can request these records since they should 
be in the know anyway, and Councilwoman Johnson said she was wondering the same.  Mr. 
Crewe said he was under the impression and recalled that the SIDA gives the Council an annual 
report of what the SIDA turned over to the town.  By statute of the state, the SIDA is a separate 
body from the Council even though the Council appoints the members.  The Council has no 
control over the SIDA other than appointing the members.  Industrial Development Authorities 
in Virginia are set up this way so they can make financial arrangements such as borrow money, 
lend money, and do other things the town itself cannot do such as buy and sell property 
because they are not under the same constraints as the town is.  Councilwoman Johnson asked 
if the SIDA was required to provide the Council any information in writing, and Mr. Crewe said 
they were not.

Councilman Morris asked for clarification that the Council could request the same information 
from the SIDA that Mr. Arnold has and then do with it what they see fit.  Mr. Crewe said yes, 
but if it is the same request, it’s the same bill since the SIDA is a separate entity by statute.  
Councilman Eugene Call asked if it was a conflict for the town and SIDA to have the same 
attorney, and Mr. Crewe replied he did not think it was, but both the town and the SIDA can do 
what they want in terms of their legal counsel.  

Mr. Arnold said it was true that he did not have a law degree, but he found Mr. Crewe’s 
attitude offensive.  He said he knows what the SIDA does because he served on the Council for 
several years, and they do good things.  His concern was that only the people on the SIDA know 
what is going on with the SIDA.  Mr. Crewe replied that he would apologize to Mr. Arnold if Mr. 
Arnold felt attacked.  The SIDA is a creature of the statutes of the state and is designed to be 
separate because they do different things than the town, and that’s why he doesn’t think 
there’s a conflict.  Because of this, the SIDA doesn’t actually have to tell the town anything.  The
two bodies work together.

Councilman Gary Call asked of the town could disband the SIDA, and Mr. Crewe said no, 
because the statute says that once it is created, it’s done.  The state statute allowed for the 
SIDA, not a town ordinance.  Councilman Morris asked if the Council could remove or replace 
SIDA members as they see fit, and Mr. Crewe replied no.  The Council could decide not to 
reappoint an SIDA member when their term is up; however, they could remove someone in the 
case of some type of malfeasance.  The Council can attend any SIDA meeting but couldn’t 
participate unless asked to since more than three Council members participating in any type of 
meeting constitutes an official meeting, and it would have to be advertised.  

The Mayor asked if SIDA money obtained through the royalties from the gas company was 
actually the town’s money, and therefore, the citizens’ money.  Mr. Crewe replied that 
particular money goes to the SIDA by statute since if it came directly to the town, there would 
be requirements attached to it that are tied in to such items as the tax base exceeding the 
town’s revenue and the limits on the town’s debt.  The salt and gas royalties are comparable to 
the coal severance tax in that they are set up to go to a particular place.  The Mayor replied that
the town would not know exactly how much the royalty is then unless the SIDA tells them.  Mr. 
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Crewe responded by saying that if the town requested this amount then he’s sure the SIDA 
would tell them.  The Mayor then asked if the town paid for their audits, and Mr. Crewe said 
the SIDA pays for their audit, and the Council could get a copy of that as well if they asked for it.
Councilman Morris then asked for the term expiration dates of the SIDA members.

Mr. Arnold said he was not here to cause trouble but guaranteed that if he went door-to-door, 
he could get a petition of several hundred signatures who would be interested in the 
information he requested.  If taxes were going to be raised, then all revenue resources should 
be explored first.  Councilman Morris asked Mr. Arnold if maybe he could revisit his request and
reduce the volume of information requested since there seems to be somewhat of an impasse. 
Mr. Arnold said the budget has a line item that transfers money from the SIDA, so the town is 
ultimately getting the funds from the royalties.  Mr. Crewe replied that the SIDA gets income 
from several places, so that transfer may not even come from the royalties.  Mr. Arnold then 
said he was going to contact the state FOIA Council and get their opinion on this matter but 
would still like the Council to vote to not charge fees for the use of the town’s part-time 
employee.

Councilman Eugene Call made the motion to have the town’s employee work at no cost and to 
not charge for the cost of the town’s paper for Mr. Arnold’s request.  Councilwoman Johnson 
seconded, and the motion carried 5-1 with Councilman Comer voting no.

4. Police Department

Councilman Gary Call said a few years ago the Mayor’s power over the police department was 
taken away and given to the Town Manager.  The Police Chief answered to the Mayor once, and
he thinks it should be that way again.  The Mayor replied that the Chief answered to former 
mayors Frank Lewis, Jeff Campbell, and Neil Johnson, but that was changed to make the Town 
Manager the one the Chief reported to.  There wasn’t really any power, per se, but it was still 
changed.  The hiring and firing of employees are still up to the Council.

Councilman Morris said the Mayor is uncompensated and volunteers his time to be the Mayor, 
and the Town Manager is paid to do his job, so he thinks it would be an unnecessary burden on 
the Mayor to have to take this on when the Town Manager is getting paid to do it, and he 
doesn’t see what the issue is anyway.  Councilwoman Johnson asked what exactly would 
change and asked to see a copy, and Councilman Morris replied that it would be a policy 
change to put the Mayor over the police department.  Also, the Mayor already has some 
executive authority per the town’s charter.  The Mayor then said that the charter says he’s in 
charge of the ordinances the Council passes.  Without him not overseeing the police 
department to make sure they follow through with the ordinances, the Chief doesn’t have to 
tell the Mayor anything.

Councilman Morris said he does not know the political reasons this was changed back in 2012.  
The Mayor said this change would relieve the Town Manager from some responsibilities, and 
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Councilman Morris replied that he did not see the point to change it back now since the Town 
Manager is more than capable of being over the police department.

Councilman Eugene Call made the motion to have the Mayor return to being over the police 
department like it was prior to being changed in 2012.  Councilman Morris asked what existed 
in 2012 that doesn’t exist now to make any kind of change warranted.  Councilman Eugene Call 
withdrew his motion, and this topic was tabled.

5. EMS, Inc. report

Gary Johnson spoke on the following:

1)  The weekly meetings with the town’s staff occur each Monday at 10:00 a.m.

2)  The DEQ Report for June was submitted, and there were no overflows during the month. 

3)  The belt press sludge pump motor should be installed by next month.

4)  The VDH monthly report and the VDH Water Treatment Leak Loss Report were both 
submitted for June.

5)  Logistics are still being worked out regarding the upcoming tank painting.

6)  The lead and copper sample site revision along with the sample collection and analysis has 
been approved by VDH.  

7)  A revision had to be made to the bacteriological sample site process and was basically a 
technicality recommended by VDH.

8)  Councilwoman Johnson asked if the town’s fluoride level was good, and Mr. Johnson said it 
was.

Committee Reports

Councilwoman Johnson said her next committee meeting would be on July 26th at 7:00 p.m.  
She said she took one of the engineers and the grant writer on the trail to get a plan together 
for how it can be improved and poll people to see what they think.  Right now, there is no 
signage at the trailhead in Glade Spring, and Mr. Martin said he has ordered signs, but until the 
lighting issue is addressed, the signs will continue to disappear.  It’s been recommended to 
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have more police patrolling on that end of the Salt Trail, and once lighting is installed, the signs 
should stay in place.  

She mentioned that there may be grant money coming in for the playground, and this could 
include a community garden.  The crosswalk that would connect both sections of the Barbrow 
Trail on Lake Drive still needs to be put in place.  The Mayor suggested calling KBWD and have 
them give an estimate to come and burn the crosswalk into Lake Drive.

There’s a regional recycling committee being formed that is sort of tied in to Keep Southwest 
Virginia Beautiful and the Upper Tennessee River Roundtable, and they have asked if the town 
wishes to participate, so she said yes.  There’s no fee involved, and all the other entities who 
are involved with KSVB are participating, and it will tie in the town to the overall regional 
recycling endeavors.

Councilwoman Johnson said it was brought up during the budget meeting about the fencing 
across Palmer Avenue from the golf course.  She suggested moving the fence back a little so 
people could park there and eat or admire the view, etc.  That way cars would also not block 
the little road that goes from Palmer into the Wellfields area.  Councilman Morris said if the 
town did that, he would like it understood that is parking for the Wellfields only and not for 
people to just park and hang out.

Public Works Director’s Report

Public Works Director R.B. Henderson spoke on the following:

1)  Even though the maintenance department is short-staffed, they still fixed several leaks last 
month including ones on Wiley Drive and McKee Street.  Hopefully, during the Rural 
Development Project many of these metal pipes will be replaced.

2)  There was an overflow a couple of weeks ago at the Route 91 pump station due to a small 
equipment failure not letting the pumps come on, but it has been fixed.

3)  Parts for the transfer switches for the tanks being rehabbed have yet to arrive.  This led to a 
recent power outage at the tanks.

4)  When the concrete cures a little more, the raised catch basin at Pap’s will be finished.

5)  They set up the tent and camper at the carnival grounds and are picking up the daily trash.

6)  The Lane Group is putting together an I&I report after recently doing camera work in several 
manholes.
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7)  Robert Hilt of Rural Development rode around last week inspecting all of the water stations 
and lift stations, and no issues were found.

8)  Regarding the transfer switch at the 107, the permit is in hand, and AEP has been contacted.

9)  Councilman Morris asked if the Route 91 pump station had a generator, and Mr. Henderson 
said it did.  All of the sewer lift stations have generators, but the well sites do not.

Police Chief’s Report

Chief Puckett spoke on the following:

1)  Illegal truck traffic is being enforced as discussed at last month’s meeting.  Since then, there 
have been five citations written for failing to obey signs.  These aren’t moving violations for the 
driver or the trucking company, but the point is being made to follow the signs.

2)  This is the week of the carnival, and there have been no issues so far.

3)  There was a concealed weapons class on June 26th, and six people attended.  This class must 
be done in person and not online, and it is free-of-charge.

4)  Officer Skylar Call is almost finished with his field training, and that involves one hundred 
hours total.

5)  An ECO-TDO occurred while he was trying to put the stats together, so that’s why they were 
not in the report.  

Fire Department Report

Chief Lynch is out of town, but the Mayor received a text from him regarding the calls last 
month.  There were nine total calls with three being in the town and six being in the county.

Emergency Medical Services Report

Director Kyle Brewster spoke on the following:
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1)  The town officially took ownership of the Rescue Squad on July 1st.

2)  They received an extension until December 31st to get every truck re-wrapped with Saltville 
EMS logos.

3)  There will be some applications for the Council to approve at next month’s meeting.

4)  There were twenty calls last month, and one had to be rolled over to Chilhowie due to an 
unforeseen circumstance.

5)  Councilwoman Johnson said the new wraps look very good as do the new uniforms.  The 
inside of the building looks more organized as well.

6)  Councilman Comer said he appreciated the process of having the Squad now fall under the 
auspices of the town since he was not on the Council when the process started.  It’s a source of 
pride for the town and community, and everyone who had a part in it had a great vision.

7)  Councilman Morris said he was very proud to be at the point where the Squad is under the 
town’s umbrella.  Mr. Brewster and his crew have exceeded expectations and put together a 
great department.

8)  Councilman Surber thanked Mr. Brewster and his staff for the jobs they are doing.

9)  Councilman Gary Call commended Mr. Brewster on what had been accomplished.

10) The Mayor commented that Mr. Brewster was doing a great job, and those new wrappings 
look good on the ambulances. 

Town Manager’s Report

Mr. Martin spoke on the following:

1)  A couple of meetings ago, Mary Begley of AEP provided a copy of a draft ordinance granting 
AEP a franchise in the town.  This happens every forty years and is basically an extension to let 
them do business.  If the town turned them down, they would have to come and ask the 
Council’s permission to do anything such as changing a light or pole maintenance.

Councilwoman Johnson made a motion to pass this ordinance, and Councilman Eugene Call 
seconded.  All were in favor.
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2)  So far, the pool has been packed most of the days it has been open, and it in the month 
since it opened, there has been almost $15,000 in receipts.  However, there is an issue with the 
roughness of the floor area in the first third of the pool, so it will have to be sanded and buffed 
after the pool closes.  Councilwoman Johnson mentioned that the pool in Damascus has closed, 
so the wave pool may get even more people showing up.

3)  The Rural Development project will soon be under contract.  Councilman Morris had 
suggested procuring for a project manager, and Mr. Crewe said the town could go through the 
state’s general services process.  Councilman Morris made a motion to do this, and 
Councilwoman Johnson seconded.  All were in favor.

4)  The town will have $1.1 million in state money to go towards 100% meter replacement in 
the town.  VDH is going to let the town do interim financing, and the interest incurred will be 
grant fundable.  Out of that $1.1 million, $600,000 is for that meter replacement.  

Councilman Morris made a motion to authorize Mr. Martin to procure interim financing up to 
$600,000 for the Phase I water project.  Councilwoman Johnson seconded, and all were in 
favor.

5)  He and Mr. Henderson met with Curtis Crawford to discuss grant funding of critical 
infrastructure needs such as generators and lighting and fencing at the well sites.

6)  The town received its first installment of over $980,000 from the ARPA fund.  He’d like to 
see a committee put together to come up with recommendations to bring back to the Council 
for approval.  This will be discussed again at next month’s meeting.

7)  Bids are out on a couple of blighted properties.

8)  The repairing of the slide on Government Plant Road will finally be fixed starting in a couple 
of weeks since the School Board got the approval from their legal counsel.

Before going into Closed Session, Councilman Comer said he would like to apologize to 
Councilwoman Johnson for she had to listen to tonight.  Free speech does exist, but he shared a
quote from Teddy Roosevelt which said it’s not the critic who counts.  Being a Council member 
is expected to bring in criticism on occasion, but there’s a right way and a wrong way, and 
Councilwoman Johnson did not deserve that.

Closed Session
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Councilman Morris made a motion to enter Closed Session in accordance with the Code of 
Virginia, Section 2.2-3711(A)(8) to consult with legal counsel employed or retained by a public 
body regarding specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel.  
Councilman Eugene Call seconded, and all were in favor.

After exiting Closed Session, Councilman Morris made a motion to certify that the Closed 
Session was conducted in conformity with Virginia law regarding those matters that are 
exempted from open meeting requirements and nothing was discussed other than what was 
mentioned in the motion to convene Closed Session.  Councilman Eugene Call seconded, and 
the roll call vote was 6-0 in the affirmative.

Lastly, Councilman Eugene Call made the motion to adjourn, and Councilman Gary seconded.  
All were in favor.
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